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‘Amal”: A new association for women's empowerment in Darra Countryside’

With TDA support، “Am al association for wom en’s em powerm ent”, was launched in Naim a
town,
in Daraa country side, to raise wom en's capabilities and to enhance their participation in public
space.
The association was nam ed after the nam e of “Am al”, one of the town’s daughters who was
detained and tortured to death by  regim e forces.
The association was founded by  a group of activ ists in cooperation with the town’s local council.
TDA’s com m unicators-Daraa team  helped with the dev elopm ent of the association’s by laws
during the preparatory  m eeting they  attended besides the founding m em bers and m em bers of
the town local council.
TDA’s team  also superv ised the association’s board of directors elections, which took place on
Monday  21 -01 -201 8. 1 7  wom en participated in the elections and 1 1  ones were elected as board of
directors.
The association will prov ide training and educational courses for wom en in the fields of IT,
languages, basic accounting, and other topics. Wom en who could not com plete their education
because of the war will receiv e special professional and v ocational training.

Rural Homs: A women’s workshop
on the foundations of citizenship
and democracy

‘Rural Idlib: Consultation meeting
on the challenges of local councils
funding’



On 21 -22 February ,TDA’s com m unicators in
northern country side of Hom s, held a tow day s
workshop for wom en, about citizenship, in
coordination with Hom s’ Wom en Union
On the first day , TDA’s com m unicator
deliv ered a two-hours lecture, started with a
general introduction about TDA’s nature and
activ ities, as well as its im plem ented projects
in rural Hom s, then discussed citizenship
concept, its definition and origin, and the role
of wom en in raising awareness about
these ideas within society . As for the second
day  of workshop, the lecturer discussed two
m ain ideas; national identity , and citizenship
m ultiple affiliations and m odels, followed with
a discussion with attendances about the
possibility  of apply ing citizenship as a solution
to the Sy rian conflict and the m ost
appropriate m odels for the task.
Discussions during the workshop resulted a
num ber of outputs like; the need to work on
raising wom en's social and political awareness,
raising the lev el of wom en's participation in
public life by  supporting wom en's activ ities
within local com m unity .

On 29-01 -201 8, The Day  After
com m unicators in Idlib country side, held a
consultation m eeting with m em bers of the
local council in Ahsem  city , to discuss funding
problem s facing the local councils.
The discussion focused on the causes of fiscal
deficits, the possible way s to secure funding
sources, whether it is external, local or self-
financing sources, and the quality  of projects
presented to donors.
The participants pointed out that the field
security  conditions, are one of m ain reasons
that is forcing organizations to postpone or
cancel planned projects, which leads to the
exacerbation of serv ices crisis.
Sev eral conclusions were reached out by  the
end of the m eeting, the m ost im portant of
which is the local councils need for training
workshops on com m unication skills with
donors, as well as proposals writing, and to
adv ocate donors to focus on dev elopm ent and
reconstruction projects.

‘Rural Idlib: A survey on the relationship
between local councils and civil society’

In coordination with TDA’s communicators team in Idlib
Countryside, a survey was conducted on the relationship
between civil society organizations and the local councils
in the countryside of Idlib - Jabal Al Zawia.
The survey, which was conducted on 22-01-2018, is part
of several activities that will continue until mid-March, in
coordination with TDA’s communicators team, with the
aim of strengthening the relationship between local
councils and civil society organizations.

Transitional Justice Coordination Group (TJCG)

     TJCG holds a focus Group meeting in Gaziantep



TJCG held a focus group m eeting in Gaziantep Turkey , on 20 Feb, to discuss a research about
enforced disappearances in Sy ria, which TJCG is planning to issue next m onth, as a part of the
national consultation project on enforced disappearances which the group launched last y ear.
The m eeting gathered representativ es of TCGC organizations m em bers and a group of rights
activ ists interested in this issue.
Participants discussed the current statues of enforced disappearances in Sy ria, the parties
Responsible for these v iolations, and its followed m ethod of hiding Sy rians and their
disappearance.
the need for a political and legal v ision on the issue of enforced disappearance and way s to deal
with it.
The Transitional Justice Coordination Group is a Sy rian alliance of 1 6  Sy rian organizations
working on transitional justice, hum an rights and docum enting abuses and it was established in
201 4 with the support and initiativ e of TDA in order to create a coalition of Sy rian civ il society
organizations working on this issue.

 Safeguarding Official Documents  

Consultative meeting about civil documentation in Syria



TDA coordinated a consultativ e m eeting, about civ il docum entation in Sy ria, in Gaziantep
Turkey , attended by  a group of Sy rian actors, representativ es of som e key  parties supporting this
issue, and UN representativ e.
Ov er tow day s of m eeting, participants discussed civ il status registration condition in opposition-
controlled areas, and possible way s to find a sustainable m echanism  for coordination between
parties working in this file to legitim ize docum ents issued by  the Sy rian opposition parties inside
Sy ria and abroad.
The discussion also talked in details about civ il docum entation problem s, such as the lack of
coordination of the num erous sources of support, forging docum ents, not recognizing the
docum ents by  the regim e, the absence of international legal recognition, lack of cadres, security
problem s and the work of som e civ il registry  directorates outside the central fram ework of the
interim  gov ernm ent.



Participants stressed the im portance of continuing to work according to the relev ant Sy rian
laws, and the need to benefit from  the successful experiences in civ il docum entation such as in
the directorates of the civ il registry  in the gov ernorates of Aleppo and Daraa for exam ple. Such
experiences gav e docum ents issued by  the directorates a high lev el of trust by  people,
institutions and organizations working in these areas as well som e neighboring countries like
Turkey . 

At the end of these discussions, a num ber of recom m endations was reached the m ost im portant of
which is the necessity  to standardize procedures and enforce the Sy rian laws adopted for
docum entation in all directorates, secretariats and civ il registry  centers, the need for a central
body  to preserv e and issue civ il docum ents (the Sy rian Interim  Gov ernm ent SIG), in addition to
the need for awareness raising cam paigns about the im portance of docum entation am ong Sy rian
citizens, and establishing a UN Clearing-House m echanism  for the identification of docum ents.

TDA NEWS

Dr.Kawakibi as Chair of the  Board of
Directors

The Day After At Basel Peace Forum
2018

The Day  After Association is pleased to
announce the election of Dr. Salam  Kawakibi

Inv ited by  the Swiss Foreign Ministry , and
Swiss Peace Foundation, The Day  After



as Chair of the Board of Directors. Dr.
Kawakibi, a prom inent political scientist and
activ ist who serv ed for m any  y ears as director
of research at the Arab Reform  Initiativ e in
Paris,
In Addition, TDA’s board of directors hav e also
elected two other officers of the Board: Dr. Am r
al-Azm , elected Vice-Chair of the Board, and
Ms. Rafif Jouejati, elected Treasurer. Outgoing
Chair of the Board, Dr. Murhaf Jouejati said:
“It is with pleasure that I pass the chair of TDA
to m y  good friend and colleague Salam
Kawakibi, who brings to TDA the renewed
intellectual v igor and energy  to which we are
com m itted in our continuous work to support
dem ocratic transition in Sy ria.

represented by  its executiv e director
“Mutasem  Al-sy oufi”, participated in Basel
Peace Forum , held on 1 4-1 4-201 8 in Basel
Switzerland.
“Al-sy oufi” participated in the Sy rian civ il
society  side ev ent, with num ber of civ il society
representativ es. The two-day s discussions
tried to explore possible way s to protect the
space of the civ il society  in Sy ria.
“Al-Sy oufi” reiterated the im portance for civ il
society  actors to analy ze the root causes and
the current context of the conflict to identify
the tasks of civ il society  to prom ote peace in
Sy ria.

TDA Seminar In Sweden

On the 21 st of February  201 8 - Shant Kerbabian, Program m e Manager at The Day  After lead a
sem inar hosted by  the International Com m ision of Jurists - Sweden in Stockholm .
The sem inar was a presentation of TDAs work on Transitional Justice and Civ il
Society  Em powerm ent in Sy ria also a discussion about the challenges, opportunities and the
added v alue of TDAs and Sy rian civ il society 's work. During the sem inar, the latest
dev elopm ents in Sy ria were discussed, including the current inhum ane situation in Ghouta. 
The presentation was followed by  a Q&A session about TDA's projects, the role of Sy rian civ il
society  and way  that Swedish lawm akers and civ il society  could support the work of Sy rian
CSOs.
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