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In Syria and Turkey, launching a series of training with the aim of
political empowerment of Syrian women:

The Day After (TDA) Contributes to a Global Guide on Integrating
Displaced Communities into Transitional Justice:

A Statement and Recommendations for the New UN Institution
Addressing Missing Persons in Syria:

Charting a Path to Property Recovery:
Exploring Mechanisms for Restitution in Syria

The Day After (TDA) continues its unwavering commitment
to advancing justice and human rights in Syria.

TDA’s primary focus is on: 

In alignment with our ongoing commitment to advancing the cause of 
transitional justice, The Day After (TDA) is pleased to announce its active 
participation in a collaborative guide. This guide, developed by the Global 
Initiative for Justice, Truth, and Reconciliation (GIJTR) and launched by the 
International Coalition of Sites of Conscience (ICSC), focuses on the critical 
theme of integrating displaced communities into transitional justice processes.

On the notable date of June 23, 2023, the United Nations General Assembly made 
a historic decision. They passed a resolution, numbered A/77/L.79, to establish a 
novel international institution with a distinct purpose—to uncover the fate and 
whereabouts of those who have gone missing or been forcibly disappeared in 
Syria. This institution would also offer support to the victims and their families. 
Importantly, the resolution mandated the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to craft a framework of authority for this institution. This framework was 
to be developed within a strict timeline of 80 days from the moment of approval.

The statement also advocated for the inclusion of associations representing the 
victims and families of those missing or forcibly disappeared individuals in the 
broader realm of human rights work. It emphasized the importance of 
seamlessly integrating the functions of the new institution with existing 
mechanisms that are committed to documenting human rights violations and 
holding the perpetrators of such violations accountable.

The recommendations provided within the paper encompass both the structural 
aspects of the institution and the strategies required for effective 
implementation of its mandate. A crucial point underlined in these 
recommendations is the need for the institution to transcend the boundaries and 
competencies of traditional operating bodies. This bold approach is seen as 
necessary to successfully unveil the truth regarding the missing and detained 
individuals in Syria, a task that current institutions have struggled to accomplish.

The commitment and dedication demonstrated by these organizations and 
associations reflect a collective determination to address the longstanding issue 
of missing persons in Syria, aiming for transparency, justice, and resolution in 
the most effective manner possible.

This program was structured to benefit a 
group of aspiring young Syrian 
individuals who are actively engaged in 
human rights advocacy and civil society 
activism. The primary goal was to equip 
them with a profound comprehension of 
the intricate landscape of housing, land, 
and property (HLP) rights in Syria, both 
pre-conflict and throughout the ongoing 
crisis.
The training, which drew the 
participation of approximately 55 young 
Syrian men and women, unfolded over 
an intensive duration of 52 training hours 
during the specified timeframe. To 
ensure comprehensive coverage and 
accessibility, the trainees were 
systematically divided into distinct 
phases based on their respective 
locations, encompassing participants 
within Syria, Turkey, and Europe.

TDA's invaluable input is rooted in our extensive experience in addressing 
multiple issues within the transitional justice context. This guide primarily aims 
to facilitate the seamless integration of forcibly displaced populations into 
transitional justice policies, fostering their active participation in national 
transitional justice endeavors. It endeavors to provide practical and easily 
applicable guidance to practitioners and policy makers, aiding them in 
effectively planning and executing interventions that address the intersection of 
forced migration and transitional justice.

The guide meticulously examines the core 
foundations upon which The Day After 
bases its work. This encompasses vital 
pillars such as upholding the rule of law, 
the principles of transitional justice, the 
reform of security sectors, the importance 
of electoral reform, the establishment of 
the Constitutional Committee, and the 
imperative process of economic, political, 
and social restructuring.

In response to this significant and commendable decision, a statement was 
issued by The Day After. The statement warmly welcomed the inception of this 
much-needed mechanism. It took the opportunity to outline a series of vital 
parameters that would be crucial in ensuring the institution's effectiveness. The 
goal, unequivocally, is to bring justice and resolution to the thousands of families 
who have been agonizing over the fate of their missing loved ones in Syria.

As Syria grapples with the staggering destruction of its properties, compounded 
by legal complexities that exacerbate property rights violations, concerns are 
mounting. Foremost among these concerns is the potential erosion of the rights 
of millions of Syrian refugees and displaced individuals. In this context, there is a 
growing recognition of the imperative need to establish an institutional 
mechanism within Syria's transitional justice framework. This institution's 
primary responsibility would be to address the demands of property and housing 
owners who have suffered dispossession and deprivation of their homes and 
lands.

The Day After (TDA) took a significant step towards shedding light on this critical 
matter. Through a concise yet informative video posted on their social media 
platforms, they explored Bosnia's experiences in setting up a mechanism to 
restore housing. This mechanism was established in the aftermath of the war 
that rocked the country at the close of the last century. It is presented as a 
compelling case study that could serve as an inspiration for the design of a 
similar restitution mechanism in Syria in the foreseeable future.

The content of this video is grounded in a comprehensive study by The Day After. 
This study, titled "The Role of Transitional Justice in Legal and Institutional 
Reform," focuses on the multifaceted aspects of addressing property and 
housing problems in Syria. Published in April 2023, it serves as a substantial 
resource to guide the dialogue on property recovery in Syria and the essential 
role that transitional justice, legal reform, and institutional restructuring can play 
in this process.

Moreover, The Day After (TDA) actively participated alongside a consortium of 
organizations and associations representing survivors and the families of 
victims. Together, they contributed to the formulation of a robust 
recommendation paper. This paper is specifically designed to guide the 
establishment and structural configuration of the institution tasked with 
illuminating the fates of missing persons and those forcibly disappeared in Syria.

Recognizing the pivotal role women can play in shaping Syria's political 
landscape and acknowledging the historical underrepresentation of women in 
this realm, we conducted a sequence of training workshops.

The training sessions provided a platform for women to enhance their critical 
thinking abilities and to discuss how to translate human rights principles into the 
fabric of social, economic, cultural, and political reality. This interactive 
environment encouraged participants to generate recommendations and 
innovative ideas aimed at reducing violations related to international 
humanitarian law and human rights.

From a practical perspective, the training also emphasized the importance of 
applying human rights standards during investigative interviews, understanding 
procedural safeguards to prevent torture and ill-treatment, and best practices for 
treating survivors and the families of missing persons.

The trainees delved into the intricacies of political participation, its various 
levels, and its profound significance. They also delved into the historical context 
of Syrian women's political involvement. Importantly, the training sessions 
addressed the obstacles hindering women's broader participation in the political 
arena and encouraged participants to devise strategies for increasing women's 
presence in key decision-making positions within Syria.

In our continuous efforts to shed light on the dynamics of Syrian youth's 
involvement in political matters, The Day After (TDA) presents the findings of 
our research paper titled "Determinants of Political Participation for Syrian 
Youth." This comprehensive study, available in both Arabic and English, 
endeavors to unveil the intricate influence of events in Syria on the political 
inclinations of its youth.

In Northern Syria:

our first training session within this 
empowerment program aimed to equip 
women with the legal knowledge 
essential for their active engagement in 
political life. The sessions covered 
fundamental concepts related to human 
rights, an overview of international 
humanitarian law, and the introduction 
of accountability mechanisms specific 
to the Syrian context.

the participants embarked on a similar 
journey, beginning with a legal perspective 
on human rights, their different types, and 
their interconnectedness. The training 
covered the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW), aiming to eradicate 
gender inequality. It proceeded with the 
exploration of concepts related to gender, 
equality, and women's rights, focusing on 
the notion of equality, the elimination of 
discrimination, and the pressing issue of 
addressing gender-based violence.

In Turkey:

Exploring the Factors Shaping Political Participation Among Syrian Youth:

The primary objectives of this research are to understand whether the political 
landscape in Syria has impacted its youth positively or negatively and to provide 
insights into their true attitudes toward political participation in their nation. 
Additionally, we aim to explore the aspirations of Syrian youth concerning the 
future of political life in Syria. This study delves into their perceptions of the 
current political scene, examines the dimensions and forms they envision for 
political engagement in a future Syria, and analyzes the determinants that affect 
their participation in political activities.

Our approach to this study relied on a sample 
social survey methodology, conducted through 
a structured questionnaire. Employing a 
descriptive analytical framework, we have 
explored various facets of the subject matter. 
The research encompasses a robust sample 
size, involving 3,000 individuals from seven 
distinct regions:

- Areas under the jurisdiction of the Syrian 
Interim Government.

- Regions controlled by the Syrian Democratic 
Forces in northeastern Syria (SDF).

- Territories under the authority of the Syrian 
regime.

- Areas governed by the Salvation Government 
in Idlib and its surrounding areas.

- Neighboring Arab countries.
- Turkey.
- Europe.

For additional information

please access the provided link.

 More on the workshop in link

We analyze violations of HLP rights, 
and work with survivors of arbitrary 

detention in Syria, families of the 
forcibly disappeared, and victims of 
forced displacement in order to play 

a central role in justice and 
accountability efforts.

We support civil society 
representatives in political tracks, 
and partner with researchers and 

specialists in knowledge production 
related to political transformation 

tracks.

Research paper link in Arabic

Research paper link in English
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Phase I (Online):
Commencing with a foundational conceptual approach, this phase delved into the 
essence of property and housing rights. Topics encompassed property rights as 
documented in international treaties and related concepts.

This phase expanded upon engineering and administrative notions, including an 
in-depth exploration of administrative divisions within Syria and the distribution of the 
population across Syrian governorates. Practical experiences, coupled with a focus 
on the engineering concepts and tools employed in crafting organizational structures, 
were integral elements.

The third phase directed attention toward the impact of housing and property rights 
during conflicts. By delving into international experiences within this sphere, the goal 
was to discern successful models and glean insights from less effective ones.

In this concluding phase, in-person sessions were conducted for trainees based in 
Turkey and Europe, while online sessions continued for Syrian participants. This 
phase comprehensively addressed various violations that adversely affect property 
rights. Practical exercises served to illuminate the repercussions of property rights 
violations on other fundamental rights, exploring the legal avenues to address these 
issues and the importance of property rights in the broader peacebuilding process.

Over the course of the period spanning June to September 2023, The Day After 
undertook a series of comprehensive training initiatives to bolster justice and human 
rights efforts in Syria. Among these endeavors, the organization successfully 
executed a program designed to enhance awareness and understanding of housing 
and property rights, a crucial aspect of human rights in the Syrian context.

Social Research Training:

Strategic Planning Training:

Digital Security Training:

Empowering Survivors and Families:
Multi-Discipline Training in Syria and Turkey

In August 2023, The Day After 
conducted an intensive training 
workshop in Istanbul, Turkey, dedicated 
to the art of field social research. This 
workshop assembled 17 male and 
female survivors of detention. The 
primary focus was to impart 
participants with the essential steps for 
conducting effective field social 
research. These steps encompassed 
selecting research topics with 
precision, navigating research problem 
management, defining clear research 
objectives and questions, and skillfully 
designing appropriate questionnaires 
to achieve research goals. The 
workshop culminated in the critical step 
of reaching research results, a process 
fundamental to uncovering valuable 
insights.

A three-day training initiative was orchestrated in Istanbul, Turkey, during the 
month of August 2023, specifically targeting a group of 24 women survivors of 
arbitrary detention in Syria. The core theme was strategic planning and its pivotal 
role in underpinning success in any project or business endeavor. The training 
centered on understanding the intricacies of work contexts and challenges, 
honing the skill of stakeholder analysis, and crafting impactful messages derived 
from work objectives. This strategic planning foundation was augmented by the 
provision of practical tips, ultimately fostering the ability to achieve integration 
and harmony within work, prevent the dispersion of efforts, resources, and time, 
and adeptly navigate crises while identifying short-term solutions. 

During the same month of August 2023, 
The Day After organized a digital 
security training course in Afrin, 
northern Syria. This program catered to 
19 male and female participants. The 
objective was to enhance awareness 
regarding potential risks that arise in 
the utilization of the internet and 
technology. The course emphasized 
furnishing participants with the 
necessary skills and tools to safeguard 
data when using digital devices. The 
comprehensive training also 
encouraged responsible technology 
use and comprehensively addressed 
the various types of digital attacks, 
providing guidance on how to 
effectively deal with such threats and 
avoid falling victim to them.
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Enhancing Advocacy and Communication Skills:
Training for Syrian Civil Defense Volunteers

The Day After (TDA) conducted an insightful training workshop to empower 18 
dedicated male and female Civil Defense volunteers who had experienced the 
aftermath of the February 6 earthquake in northern Syria. This workshop was 
meticulously designed with a dual focus: to foster the development of their 
communication and advocacy skills.

The core objectives of the training workshop were manifold. First and foremost, 
it aimed to enhance the capabilities of volunteers who work on the front lines, 
directly assisting earthquake victims in northern Syria. By bolstering their 
advocacy skills, it sought to empower them to effectively champion their causes, 
amplify their voices, and resonate the concerns of their communities on a 
broader scale. Through this empowerment, the volunteers would be better 
equipped to make a lasting impact and share their valuable experiences with the 
wider team.

The workshop was thoughtfully structured into two distinct phases. In the initial 
phase, participants delved into the foundations of effective communication. This 
encompassed a comprehensive exploration of communication concepts and 
principles. Simultaneously, participants were introduced to the notion of 
advocacy and its profound significance within the Syrian context. Practical 
exercises were thoughtfully incorporated to identify the most vital advocacy 
tools that could be harnessed to achieve objectives. This applied to advocacy 
efforts across institutional, local, and international domains.

The second phase of the training was dedicated to formulating advocacy plans. 
Employing a participatory and interactive approach, this stage engaged 
participants in collaborative workgroups and discussions with the trainer. Here, 
participants learned the intricacies of planning an advocacy campaign, including 
the essential considerations of strengths and weaknesses. This dynamic 
planning and implementation process would enable volunteers to be even more 
effective advocates and agents of change.

Empowering Victims' Rights in Conflict:
Workshop Collaboration Between The Day After and the International
Center for Transitional Justice

In the intricate processes of democratic transition, with all their accompanying 
stages, the primary impetus should invariably commence with the rights of the 
victims. These rights not only act as a moral compass but also serve as a driving 
force behind such transformative efforts. The road to establishing democratic 
transformation necessitates the active involvement of victims at every juncture 
of this journey. This engagement is vital to ensure that their rights are reinstated, 
that they receive due compensation, and that the necessary measures are in 
place to rectify the injustices they have endured.

Within this framework, The Day After, in a collaborative endeavor with the 
International Center for Transitional Justice, orchestrated a thought-provoking 
workshop centered on "Guarantees for the Rights of Victims in Conflict." This 
gathering brought together an assemblage of international experts from the 
Center, alongside representatives of human rights organizations and victim 
support associations in Syria. The Day After played a pivotal role in facilitating 
and conducting the workshop's sessions.

Spanning three intensive days from September 7 to 9, 2023, this workshop 
ventured into multifaceted domains. It contemplated the intricate role of 
constitutional and institutional reform in laying the foundation for political 
transition and democratic metamorphosis. Furthermore, it delved into the 
constitutional, legal, and structural dimensions essential for enacting 
comprehensive reform.

Empowering Syrian Youth on Housing and Property Rights

Supporting Justice and 
Human Rights in Syria:

Effective Civic Participation 
in Democratic Transition:

During the third quarter of 2023, as part of our commitment
to fostering effective civic participation

in the democratic transition, 
The Day After undertook a series of initiatives:

For comprehensive insights into this guide and the 
collaborative efforts to enhance transitional justice,

Training Phases:

For a comprehensive exploration of this 
statement and its recommendations

The Day After (TDA) has undertaken an extensive training program to empower both 
male and female survivors and families of forcibly disappeared persons in Syria and 
Turkey. This multi-faceted training program encompassed three crucial areas of 
expertise:

https://tda-sy.org/2023/04/19/political-participation/?lang=ar
https://tda-sy.org/2023/04/19/political-participation/
https://www.facebook.com/TheDayAfterTDA/videos/919863752779259
https://tda-sy.org/2023/07/31/engagingfdintj/?lang=ar
https://tda-sy.org/2023/10/05/empowering-syrian-youth-on-housing-and-property-rights/
https://tda-sy.org/2023/07/05/statement-on-the-united-nations-independent-institution-of-missing-persons-in-the-syria/
https://youtu.be/vkTwi5oZN1c
https://tda-sy.org/2023/09/24/guarantees-for-the-rights-of-victims-in-the-conflictws/

