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Introduction

The idea of local truces between the regime and opposition fighters was first proposed over two years
ago. The first truce, or “reconciliation agreement” as the regime called it, was concluded in the Barza
neighborhood of Damascus in February 2014. Later that year, similar deals were arranged for the reb-
el-held Damascus neighborhoods of al-Qadam and al-Asali in May, and for the al-Qabun neighborhood
in October. From the regime’s perspective, the aim of these truces was to quell an armed uprising in the
capital of Damascus and its environs, as well as in the city of Homs and some areas of coastal Hama.

In addition to the truces in Damascene neighborhoods, the truce plan was also applied to towns in the
adjacent governorate of Rif Damascus. In parallel to the first truce in the Barza neighborhood, similar
deals came into effect in the towns of Beit Sahem, Yalda and Babbila 10 kilometres to the south. North
of the capital, a truce was arranged in the city of al-Tal, 15 kilometers north of Damascus. In November
2015, Qudsayya City, 12 kilometers north-west of Damascus, became one of the last opposition-held areas
to enter into a truce with the regime. The withdrawal of opposition-fighters was a major regime demand
in exchange for ending the siege and re-opening the road into the city. Syrian opposition fighters ceased
operations in these areas following the implementation of the truce agreements.

However, these truce arrangements were not successful in all of the capital’s surrounding areas. They
failed in both the neighborhoods of Tadamon and al-Hajr al-Aswad, which have been under Daesh con-
trol since the end of 2014, as well as in the Yarmouk refugee camp, which contain fighters from both the
al-Nusra Front and Palestinian factions. They also failed in areas west of Damascus. For example, the town
of Muadamiyat alSham adjacent to the town of Darayya in Western Ghouta entered into an agreement
with the regime on 25th December 2015, following fighting and a siege that had lasted more than a year;
however, the deal soon failed, and a new siege had begun by spring 2015.

With the writing of this report in September 2016, Muadamiyat alSham has signed a final agreement with
the regime, following UN mediation and witnessed by Russian and Iranian officers. Under the terms of
the deal, local opposition fighters and their families are to be transferred to the city of Idlib, while fighters
from Darayya can choose to transfer to either shelters in regime-controlled areas, or to Idlib city with the
local fighters.

Now, the regime is looking to implement truces in the towns of Wadi Barada, Bassima, Ain al-Fijah,
Wadi al-Qarn, Madaya and Zabadani. The latter witnessed an unusual arrangement, with Iranian fighters
entering into an agreement with the Ahrar al-Sham movement, mediated by Turkey. Known to the media
as the Zabadani-Kefraya agreement, the deal required the withdrawal of opposition fighters to Idlib city
in northern Syria, the evacuation of the wounded, and the provision of medical assistance. In return,
opposition militants agreed to open the road to the two “Shia” villages of Kefraya and Foua’a to evacuate
militants and wounded and to allow the provision of medical assistance, and the regime agreed to stop
the bombardment of some villages in the north-western countryside of Idlib.

Some fear that these truces are part of a broader regime project of demographic change in Syria, with
pro-opposition communities — often Arab, Sunni and poor — transferred to rural areas like Idlib, which
remain targets for the regime, its Russian and Iranian allies, and Daesh. Homs offers a clear example;
following a two-year siege, opposition fighters were transferred from the rebel-held neighborhoods of
Khalidiya, Bab Sebaa, Bab Hood, Jouret Shiah, and al-Qusur to the northern countryside of Homs, which
remains under siege.
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Furthermore, it should be noted that these truces are often imposed by the regime following its use of
excessive military force. The Assad regime employs full-scale military offensives, including siege tactics,
starvation, and the shelling and bombardment of civilian homes, medical centers, and public institutions
like commercial bakeries, schools, relief organizations and houses of worship. Once the targeted commu-
nity has been sufficiently demoralized, truces are enforced which stipulate the displacement of residents
or fighters to northern Syria, specifically Idlib and Aleppo, and the confiscation of their property to pre-
vent families of fighters from returning to their homes.

The use of truce agreements is also viewed to be one of Assad’s tactics for creating a “Useful Syria.”
According to this plan, the regime and its support base control “Useful Syria,” the major cities of Damas-
cus, Homs and Hama, and the coastline to the northwest; in contrast, “harmful” Syria will be confined
to the outlying rural areas which are easily targeted by regime and Russian airstrikes, and remain at risk
of Daesh incursion.

The regime’s media and security apparatus are keen to market these truce agreements as evidence of
victory over the “terrorists”. Meanwhile, coverage by opposition media varies. Syrian regime opponents
support the truces, recognizing that local residents have no other option but to agree to the terms of the
deals. Others, however, reject the truces as one-sided deals of which the regime is the only true benefi-
ciary.

While further theoretical research on this topic may have been carried out, we identified only one study
— conducted two years ago by the Omran Center!'! —while researching for this report. The subject is im-
portant because local truces form a new and important turning point in the Syrian conflict;? the paucity
of research to-date “ignores an issue which forms an important axis upon which the international com-
munity builds its policies.”®! Because of the lack of field studies and the problems associated with the
media’s coverage of the topic, there is a clear need for detailed survey research to better understand the
mechanisms and outcomes of local truces in Syria.! This study addresses that need. The study goes be-
yond an overview of “the truces”, delving into the details of each “truce” and each area surveyed in Homs,
Damascus and the Rif Damascus. Likewise, the survey does not simply target residents still living in the
truce areas, but also follows deportees from their hometowns after the truce agreement (Homs) and tries
to understand the opinions and positions of fighters and their families in addition to other deportees. It
also tries to assess the repercussions that these truces have had on people’s lives, and on the areas from
which they have been displaced. Ultimately, by documenting what has happened with these truces, we
hope to help improve the lives of people living in truce areas, and to inform and guide future attempts to
negotiate ceasefires or truces.

1- "The popular position on truces: Motives and Malat", Omran Center for Political Strategy, August 2014.
2-1bid., p2
3- Rushdie Sharabajee, Muhammad, "Truces and Reconciliations': How the Alternative Syrian Press dealt with them.

4- See Faris, Obeida. "How truces re-build a state of fear in Syria?", Al-Rasif 22, December 2015.
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This study is divided into three main areas:

Chapter one: This chapter tries to understand the truces and their mechanisms. How were the negotia-
tions taking place preceding the truce? Did the pre-truce negotiations take place? Who conducted the
negotiations with regime forces? What were the reasons compelled the fighters to accept it? How knowl-
edgeable were local residents of the terms of the truce?, How were they informed? How satisfied were
those informed of the terms of the truce with the terms themselves? How compliant are they and who is
responsible for non-compliance? How satisfied are residents with the truce in general?

Chapter 2: This chapter identifies the causes for respondents’ satisfaction or dissatisfaction with the truc-
es by exploring their effects on the lives of the population in terms of political, military, economic, and
social impact, as well as respondent’s assessment of these impacts on their personal lives. This chapter
also seeks to identify economic control after the truce; what has changed and who has benefited from it?

Chapter 3: This chapter tries to learn about the identity of “the strangers” (those who do not stem from
the region) and those coming to the area after the truce agreement. We also try to better understand what

happened in the demographic field; who are these “strangers” and what happened to the homes and
shops of the owners who have been displaced?

OPERATING TERMS AND DEFINITIONS

Truce:

Local agreements which have taken place in many areas between the regime and armed forces and ensure
in some way the cessation of shelling and military operations under certain conditions.

Demographic change:

Change which occurs due to policies of displacement aimed at changing the ethnic or religious character
of the area through the establishment of civilians or fighters from other ethnic or religious groups, and
the seizure of the properties of the displaced population.

Respondent’s current situation:

Distinguishing between those displaced from their areas and the following:

= A fighter leaving after a truce agreement: After the signing of the truce agreement, it is usually permit-
ted that a number of fighters leave to other areas. The interview was conducted with the fighter after his
departure and in his new place of residence.

=From the family of a fighter: Civilians from the family of fighter (i.e. father, mother, brother, sister,
husband, wife, son, daughter) forced to leave their towns after a truce agreement. The interview was con-
ducted in their new place of residence.

=Citizen who left after truce agreement: Individuals who left after a truce agreement, fled to another
area, and state that they are not from the family of a fighter. The interview was conducted with them in
the new area of residence.
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METHODOLOGY AND SAMPLE

Between March 1st and April 19th 2016, The Day After completed a survey aimed at identifying the nature
of the truce agreements held between the regime and inhabitants from a number of areas in Syria, the
means which led to the truce, the people’s satisfaction with it, and the most prominent consequences
of the truces on the lives of population residing in some of these areas. The Day After’s trained field re-
searchers conducted in person interviews with 1,261 people in Syria distributed over two main samples:
-The first sample includes 1,031 people: 688 men and 343 women. It is a sample of the population in
truce areas such as Damascus (Barza and Qabun), its countryside (Babbila, Yalda, Beit Sahem, al-Tal, and
Madaya) and Homs - al-Waer.

-The second sample includes 230 people: 202 men and 28 women. This sample is comprised of per-
sons exiled from their hometowns following the ceasefire agreement. The interviews were conducted
in the Northern countryside of Homs, their current place of residence after being exiled from Hama and
Homs. The second sample helps us to understand the truce agreements in Homs, which were different
from others and have had consequences that might amount to demographic change.

Table 1 illustrates the distribution of the first sample in detail and Figures 1, 2, and 3 illustrates the dis-

Map: Samples distributed in Syria
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Tablel: Distribution of the first sample

Region Truce area Men Women Total
Homs Al-Waer 40 142 182
Damascus Barza 129 28 157
Al Qabun 79 53 132
Rif Dimashq  Yalda 55 18 73
Babbila 50 1 7
Beit Sahem 69 16 85
Al-Tal 198 47 245
Madaya 68 18 86
Total 688 343 1031

Figure 1. Persons displaced to the Northern countryside
of Homs in the second sample (by number)
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Part: 1

Opinions on the truce agreements
1- How they were reached

n How did the negotiations which preceded the truce take place?

tribution of the second sample in detail.

The negotiations occurred in different ways, though the most prevalent form was apparently directly be-
tween the regime and one opposition representative party or an armed faction. But note the difference in
the cases of Madaya and al-Tal, where indirect negotiations prevail (through intermediaries): In Madaya
the role of nonSyrian intermediaries is more prominent (86.0% indicated so), and in al-Tal we find varying
information on the manner in which the agreement was reached (directly or indirectly) (Figure 4).

It doesn’t appear as though the people of al-Tal were well-informed about the circumstances of the nego-

Figure 4.The first sample: How did the negotiations preceding the truce take place?
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tiations which led to the truce.

Answers varied somewhat from what we saw in the first sample, although direct negotiations between
the regime and one party on behalf of the people remained the primary method. We note however that
more than a quarter of the respondents said that truces were made indirectly through Syrian intermediar-

Figure. 5 The second sample: How did the negotiations Figure. 6 The second sample according to region of origin:

preceding the truce take place?(%) How did the negotiations preceding the truce take place?(%)
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n Where did the negotiations preceding the truce take place?

2&% The first sample

ies (Figure 5). It seems that these intermediaries were present in Homs and not in Hama (Figure 6).

In general, the negotiations took place in areas under regime control, although there is consensus among
respondents in Madaya that the real negotiations in fact took place outside of Syria. We also observe that
a large percentage of respondents in al-Qabun (43.2%) said that they don’t know where the negotiations

Figure 7. The first sample: Where did the negotiations preceding the truces take place?
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preceding the truce occurred, and to a lesser degree in Barza (10.8%) and al-Tal (17.6%) (Figure 7).

The opinions of the respondents did not differ greatly from that of the first sample. There is consensus
to some degree between those exiled to Northern Rif Homs (coming from Hama or Homs) that the nego-
tiations occurred in areas under regime control. This response was chosen by 87.0% of the respondents

Figure 8. The second sample: Where did the negotiations preceding the truces take place?
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n Where did the negotiations preceding the truce take place?

2&% The first sample

(Figure 8).

It seems that town notables played a central role, with the exception of Madaya and al-Waer, in conducting
the negotiations preceding the truce (See Figure 9). Though local councils did play some role, it was most
likely limited in some areas:

* In Madaya, armed factions played the most prominent role.

+ In al-Tal and Barza, negotiations were handled through town notables.

+ In al-Waer, the local council played the central role.

*  Local councils played some role in reaching a truce in Babbila, Yalda, and Beit Sahem, but in these
three towns respondents also mentioned town notables and military factions. It appears that reaching

Figure 9. The first sample: Which party conducted the negotiations preceding the truce See above? (%)
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a truce here was a shared responsibility by all.
As was the case in the first sample, regional notables played the most prominent role, but the role of local
councils almost disappears in Homs and Hama (Figure 10). It appears that the role of armed factions was

Figure 10. Which party conducted the negotiations preceding the truce See above?
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Figure 11. The second sample according to province of origin: Which party conducted the negotiations which led to the truce?
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2- Reasons for the fighters’ acceptance of the truce with the regime

n What are the reasons which compelled the fighters to accept the truce?

2&% The first sample

to some extent greater in Homs compared with Hama (Figure 11).

With the exception of al-Tal, it seems that heavy shelling and a brutal siege were a key strategy of the

regime to force people to submit to its terms, though other things caused by brutality played a role in

pushing the acceptance of the truce:

1. Itis noted that in al-Waer the regime resorted to pressuring the families of detainees; the percentage
of those who mentioned this reason was significantly higher in this region compared to the others.

2. In Barza, al-Qabun and al-Tal, the suffering of the displaced and their families played a key role in
compelling the fighters to accept the truce. Al-Tal differs in that a large percentage chose “other” com-
pared with the rest of the areas, where “concern for the lives of civilians” and the lack of support and
reinforcement was frequently mentioned. A small percentage mentioned the shelling or the blockade,
the exact opposite of the rest of the areas.
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Figure 12. The first sample: What are the reasons which compelled the fighters to accept the truce?
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Similar to the first sample, the harsh blockade and the intensity of the shelling come to the fore, but it is
noted here that the third place went to the option “other”, meaning primary concern for the lives of the
civilians and lack of support and reinforcements came second (Figure 13). Looking at the differences based
on region of origin, we find that the majority of the displaced people from Hama (63.0%) also resorted to
‘other” (Figure 14). It should be noted that the responses of the fighters themselves did not differ greatly
from the rest of the displaced people. In fact, the fighters’ two main reasons for accepting the ceasefire
were the intensity of the blockade and shelling, with special notice that approximately a fourth of the
fighters also primarily mentioned “Other”, meaning concern for the lives of civilians. A similar percentage
of civilian displaced people chose this response (Figure 15).

Figure 13. The second sample: What are the reason which compelled the fighters to accept the truce?
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Figure 14. The second sample according to area of origin: what are the reasons which compelled the fighters to accept the truce?
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Figure 15. The second sample according to the respondent’s situation: Reasons which compelled the fighters to
accept the truce according to respondent's situation
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3- Truce terms and the extent of adherence to them

n Are you well-informed about the terms of the truce?

Q&L The first sample

100

50

Responses reveal that inhabitants of al-Waer were well-informed about the terms of the truce in their
area, and the same applies to inhabitants of Babbila, Yalda, Beit Sahem, and Madaya. The percentage of
those who said they did not know anything about them increased significantly in Damascus (Barza and
al-Qabun). However, inhabitants of al-Tal were completely lacking in information about them, most of

Figure 16. The first sample: Are you well-informed about the terms of the truce?
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whom (78.8%) said that did not know anything about the terms of the agreement. (Figure 16).
The second sample we interviewed, which included those displaced to the Northern countryside of Homs,
gave different responses than that of the first sample. For example, the majority of the respondents said
that they do not know anything about the agreements and terms of the truce (59.1%), while approximate-
ly a third said that they were informed about them to some extent (Figure 17). The percentage of those
who do not know anything about the truce increases among those deported from their areas in Homs,
compared to Hama. Whereas up to half of the respondents among the displaced from the latter region
reached 64.2% among those deported their areas of origin in Homs (Figure 18). It is likewise noted that
the percentage of those informed about the terms of the truce greatly diminishes among displaced peo-
ple coming from Northern Rif Homs itself, compared with those coming from the city (Figure 19). It is
surprising that the percentage of deported fighters who said they do not know anything about the terms

Figure 17. The second sample: Are you well informed

about the terms of the truce?
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Figure 18. The second sample according to region of ori-

gin: Are you well informed about the terms of the truce?
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Figure 19. The second sample according to region of origin: Are you well informed about the terms of the truce?
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Figure 20. The second sample according to respondent’s situation: Are you well informed about the terms of the truce?

Yes, well-informed M To some extent No, | don’t know anything about them
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Satisfaction with the terms of the truce

of the truce amounts to more than half and reaches its peak among their families (77.8%) (Figure 20).
In order to identify the extent of the residents’ satisfaction and their acceptance of these terms, we di-

rected the following question only to those who said that they were well informed or informed to some

n To what extent are you satisfied with these terms?

2&% The first sample

extent:

+  Satisfaction with the terms of the truce reaches its apex in al-Waer, where the respondents informed
about the truce in this area agree that they are either satisfied or very satisfied (97.3%) (Figure 21).

* Most of the respondents informed about the terms of the truce in Madaya, Babbila, and Barza said
that they are either satisfied or very satisfied with these terms (74.6%, 69.8%, and 69.3%, respec-
tively) (Figure 21)

*  The amount of satisfaction with the terms in al-Qabun is lower, where the percentage of those who
said they are satisfied or very satisfied falls to 56.1%, versus 427% who said they are not satisfied or
not satisfied at all (Figure 21).

* InalTal responses show that the most respondents are dissatisfied with the terms of the truce: 52.0%
(not satisfied or not satisfied at all) versus 44.2% (satisfied or very satisfied) (Figure 21).

*  The majority of respondents informed about the terms of the truce in Beit Sahem said that they are
not satisfied or not satisfied at all with these terms (587%) (Figure 21).

Figure 21. The first sample: To what extent are you satisfied with the truce terms?
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100
71,7
63,5
537 485 50,8 535 50
38,7 40,4
36,0 35,4 33,8 o1 30.8
22,8 23,8 ,
ee,7 7.8 19.6 ie s 6.9 el.e
7.3 10,9 . ,
2,7 : 00 6.3 1.5 15 8.5 38
00 24 e | 20 20600 16 | i 00 38,
Beit Sahem Al-Qabun Barza Al-Waer Babbila Yalda Madaya Al-Tal
Local truces and forced demographic change in Syria: Surveys in Homs, Damascus and the Damascene Suburbs. The Day After

17



18

The lack of satisfaction is more common among the displaced people to Northern countryside of Homs,
where only around a third said that they are satisfied while the majority said that they are not satisfied or

not satisfied at all (Figure 22). Satisfaction recedes significantly among those deported from their areas

Figure 22. Second Sample: to what extent are you satisfied with the terms of the agreement ?(%)
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Figure 23. Second Sample according to the area of origin: to what extent are you satisfied with the terms of the agreement ?(%)
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Commitment to the terms of the truce

in Homs compared with Hama: from 54.8% to only 23.8% in Hama (Figure 23)

n Have these terms been adhered to?

Q&L The first sample

This question was also only directed to those who said they were familiar with the terms of the truce:
In al-Waer and Barza there is a kind of consensus that the terms of the truce have to some extent been
adhered to (98.3% and 87.1%, respectively) (Figure 24).

Most of the respondents in Madaya and Babbila said that the terms of the truce been adhered to to some
extent (76.1%, 81.0%).

The percentage of those who said that the terms of the truce have been adhered to in al-Qabun (54.9%),

Yalda (61.5%), and Beit Sahem (60.0%) recedes, whilst more than half of the respondents in al-Tal said that

The Day After



Figure 24. The first sample: Have the truce terms been adhered to?
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they have not been adhered to at all (Figure 24).

More than half of the respondents in the second sample (the displaced people to Northern Rif Homs after
the truce agreement) said that the terms of the truce had not been adhered to (Figure 25). The percentage
of those indicating a lack of adherence to the terms among the displaced people from Homs rises com-
pared with Hama, where the percentage rises to nearly double from 32.3% in Hama to 63.5% in Homs

Figure 25. The second sample: Have the truce terms been adhered to?
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Figure 27. The second sample according to region of origin: Have the truce terms been adhered to?
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4- Responsibility for its revocation

This question was only directed to those who said that they were informed of the terms of the truce and
that they weren’t adhered to.

n Who is responsible for the lack of adherence to the truce?

Q&L The first sample

(Figure 26).

Among respondents in Beit Sahem, Babbila and Yalda, who familiar with the terms of the truce and say
they have not been adhered to at all, we find a general consensus that the regime and its allies are the
ones responsible for the lack of adherence to the agreed terms. Most of the respondents in Madaya and
al-Tal also blame the regime primarily for the lack of adherence, however the percentage of regime blame
amongst respondents in al-Qabun recedes. Although the greatest percentage (57.1%) here still blames the

Figure 27. Who is responsible for the non-adherence? (Number of respondents)
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regime and its allies alone, more than a third blames both sides (Figure 27).
There is a general consensus among the displaced people to Northern Suburban Homs that the regime

and its allies are solely responsible for the revocation of the truce. None of them blamed the opposition
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Figure 28. Were the terms of the truce adhered to?

The regime and its allies Both sides

92.0 8.0

5- Positions on the truces

nAre you satisfied with the truce agreement which previously took place in your area?

Q&L The first sample

directly, and a very small percentage (not exceeding 8%) blamed both sides (Figure 28).

There is a general satisfaction with the truce amongst the respondents we interviewed in al-Waer!, where
most of them said that they are either satisfied (62.6%) or very satisfied (11.5%) (Figure 29).

In Damascus, the responses came close to those in Barza and al-Qabun, roughly a fourth of the respon-
dents said that they are not satisfied or not satisfied at all. The rest answered affirmatively or said that
they were in between (Figure 29).

In Rif Dimashq the responses vary, where the percentage of those saying they are not satisfied or not
satisfied at all exceeded 50% in Beit Sahem, whilst falling in al-Tal (44.9%), Yalda (41.1%), and reaching its
lowest level in Babbila and Madaya (roughly a quarter). Interestingly however, there is a division in al-Tal

between “satisfied” and “not satisfied” (Figure 29).
Figure 29. The first sample: Are you satisfied with the truce agreement which took place in your area?(%)
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The majority of those displaced to Northern countryside of Homs said that they are not satisfied or not
satisfied at all with the truce in their areas (60.8%), and less than a quarter of respondents said that they
are satisfied or very satisfied (Figure 30). It seems that the lack of satisfaction increases among those
coming from Homs compared with those coming from Hama (Figure 31), as well as among those coming

from al-Bayada and al-Khalidiya compared with the rest of the areas (Figure 32).

5- Responses show that the satisfaction in al-Waer has been in constant decline as a result of the regime’s aggressive policies
and the United Nations’ response (or lack thereof) to them. See Appendix, “A statement from various international institutions

in the neighborhood of al-Waer concerning the role of the United Nations in the neighborhood of al-Waer”
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Figure 30. The second sample: Are you satisfied with the truce agreement which formerly took place in your area?(%)
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Figure 31. The second sample according to areas of origin: Are you satisfied with the truce agreement which

formerly took place in your area? (%)
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Figure 32. The second sample according to area of origin: Are you satisfied with the truce agreement which

formerly took place in your area? (%)
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Part: 2
Truce repercussions on the
lives of the population

In order to identify the repercussions of the truces on the lives of the population, we asked about the

reasons for satisfaction or dissatisfaction with them. The available options vary and include several aspects
pertaining to the significant improvement in the lives of the people in addition to trust/lack of trustin the

ability of the truces to end the war. They are shown in detail in Figure 33.

Figure 33. Significant improvement/decline in the lives of the population
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1- Reasons for satisfaction

n What are the reasons for the satisfaction with the former truce in your area?

2&% The first sample

The conviction that the truces are a possible solution came in the forefront among factors of satisfaction
in general: In the first rank in al-Qabun (674%), the second in Barza (43.8%), and third in the rest of the
areas, with the exception of al-Waer, Homs. Despite the great satisfaction with the truces in al-Waer, a
very small percentage said that they consider the truces a first step toward ending the war (only 3%).
This is perhaps explained by the nature of the conflict in Homs, and the intensified campaign against the
people of Homs since the onset of the Syrian revolution until the present day. Massive change took place
all over the city, not only on the scale of destruction, even though this may have happened similarly in
other areas, but also because there are widespread fears in Homs of pre-planned sectarian division and

demographic change, which will be delved into much greater detail in the later parts of this report.

* In al-Waer, satisfaction came from stopping the shelling (95.6%) and freedom of movement inside
the area without fear of being arrested (49.6%) (Figure 34).

+ In al-Qabun it appears that the social lives of the population (family reunification) improved
(65.20%), and about a third said that the people returned to their normal lives. A similar percentage
mentioned the cessation of shelling, making it possible to move about more freely (Figure 34).

* In Barza, most respondents said that the reason for their satisfaction was the return of basic
services, and 39.3% said that the return of people to their normal lives (Figure 34).

* In al-Tal the two main reasons were the cessation of shelling and the return of the people to their
normal lives (Figure 34).

*  The cessation of shelling, improved social situation (family reunification), and improved economic
conditions were the main drivers behind the feelings of satisfaction in Babbila, Yalda, and Beit
Sahem (Figure 34).

* In Madaya, the main reason was the cessation of shelling (Figure 34).

The Day After



Figure 34. The first sample: What is the reason for satisfaction with the former truce in your area? (%)
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Basic services returned to some extent (electricity, water, communications and health) 4.9
It had a positive effect on prices and the economic situation improved in general 26,8
It is a step toward ending the war 51,2
The people returned to their daily lives 46,3

26

More than half of the respondents deported to Northern countryside of Homs said they are either satis-
fied or very satisfied with the truce in their area, and considered it a first step towards stopping the war
(51.2%). As far as the significant improvement of life conditions, the people’s return to their normal lives
came first (46.3%), and the cessation of shelling in second (41.5%) (Figure 35). In general, as previously
outlined, only a small number of them expressed satisfaction with the truces, and this number therefore

does not permit delving into detail based on the region of origin, being generally small.

Figure 35. The second sample: What is the reason for satisfaction with the former truce in your area? (%)

Shelling and targeting of the population ceased 41,5

It has become possible to move freely within the area without fear of being arrested |7 2,4

It became possible to move inside and outside of the area 2.4

2- Reasons for lack of satisfaction

nWhat are the reasons for the lack of satisfaction with the former truce in your area?

P&L The first sample

The primary factor determining whether respondents supported the truces was the extent to which they
believed the agreements would help end the conflict. Other factors that influenced responses included
respondents' social and economic status and how people believed the truces would affect their individual
livelihoods.

Responses show that the faith in the ability of truces to solve the problem and end the war is related to
material status. Those with the most disadvantaged being more convinced that the truces do not pose
a solution to the problem, while those with high incomes have greater confidence in the truces and their
ability to end the war. There appears to be a trend that the ability to secure the demands of everyday life,
in addition to their significant improvement after the truce, helps to strengthen faith in them and their

ability to end the war.
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In Damascus, a large percentage of respondents in al-Qabun (compared with Barza) said that the
shelling is still ongoing and mentioned poor personal conditions and social situation, restriction of
freedom of movement, and fear of arrest. In Barza, the second main reason was that people’s lives
had not changed for the better (Figure 36). This is an indication of the poor conditions after the truce
in al-Qabun compared with Barza.

In Beit Sahem, most of the respondents mentioned a lack of improvement in basic services, fear of
moving outside of the area, and the conviction that the truces cannot solve the problem. More than a
third mentioned the social situation of not being able to meet with their family as well as the problem
of continuous shelling (Figure 36).

In Yalda, arrest in the event of movement outside of the town came in the lead, followed by the con-
tinuation of shelling and the inaccessibility of family reunions (Figure 36).

In Babbila, the fear of moving outside of the town came in the lead, followed by the inaccessibility of
family reunions (Figure 36).

In al-Tal, it appears that the main reason was the lack of any significant improvement in people’s lives
(Figure 36).

In Madaya, the fear of arrest in the event of moving outside of the town and the lack of improvement
in the state of basic services came in the lead, in addition to the social situation and continued shell-

ing (Figure 36).

Figure 36. The first sample: What is the reason for the dissatisfaction with the former truces in your area? (%)
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Figure 36 - 1. The first sample: What is the reason for the dissatisfaction with the former truces in your area? (%)
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Reasons for dissatisfaction among the displaced people are different from what we saw in the first sample.
Here, it shows the role of the negative impact on their personal lives. Roughly half said that their personal
situation became worse in general. Most of them said that people’s lives did not improve (73.6%) (Figure
37). It seems that the fighters and their families were most negatively affected on a personal and social
level (Figure 38).

The two main reasons for dissatisfaction in Homs were harm to personal life and the belief that people’s
lives did not improve. These reasons were also the main causes of dissatisfaction in Hama though with

different ratios (Figure 39).

Figure 37. The second sample: What is the reason for the dissatisfaction with the former truce in your area? (%)
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Figure 38. The second sample according to the situation of the respondent: What is
the reason for the dissatisfaction with the former truce in your area? (%)
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Shelling and targeting of the population ceased
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3- Economic control in truce areas

u Where do the essential commodities come from in your area?

Q&L The first sample

It seems that one of the most significant aspects of the truces is the regime’s complete control over the
people’s basic needs. With the exception of al-Qabun, (where some goods enter from opposition areas)
respondents in the rest of the areas are practically in consensus that they come from areas under regime

control (Figure 40).

Figure 40. First Sample: Economic control in areas of the truces (%)
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n The second question was about the suppliers, who are they?

In Yalda, Babbila, and Beit Sahem, it appears that traders do a kind of commercial purchasing, in addition
to international institutions bringing in assistance and basic necessities for the population. That said,
the increase in percentage of those who said “other” is noted, as they mentioned various ways of goods
entering indirectly without the knowledge of regime forces. The percentage of these responses reached
its peak in al-Tal (54.3%) to the extent that it has become the basic means upon which the population
depends on to bring in basic necessities. In Madaya, it seems that the blockade is complete and depends
entirely on what is brought in through “trade” by regime forces or international assistance (Figure 41).
In al-Qabun, basic resources enter by all ways mentioned, and the percentage of “other”, meaning indirect
means without the knowledge of regime forces, reaching roughly 20%; meanwhile in Barza it seems that
the traders were shipping independently in addition to what enters by means of regime forces (Figure 41).
In al-Waer, the population depends upon what enters through regime forces or international institutions
and organizations (Figure 41).

Figure 41. The first sample according to area of origin: Economic control in truce areas? (%)
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Figure 42. The second sample: Economic control in truce areas? (%)
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Part: 3

The truces and demographic changes

1- Reasons for lack of satisfaction

n Do you know of outsiders who didn’t originally live in your area,
who currently inhabit it after the truce?

There is no doubt that mass displacement is a general feature of the truces to a great extent, for this reason

we will try to focus on the responses of the non-“displaced.”

Q&L The first sample

There is almost a consensus in al-Waer that the “strangers/outsiders” did not come to their area (Figure
43). While respondents in al-Qabun agree that there are “strangers” which came to their area (Figure 43),
most of whom mentioned the arrival of opposition fighters (76.2%) (Figure 44). There is also a general
consensus in Rif Damascus on the arrival of new comers, and it seems that they were also opposition
fighters, except for Madaya, where 11.0% of respondents mentioned the arrival of nonSyrian fighters loyal

to the regime (Figure 44).

Q&L The second sample

Here, answers differ among those deported to Northern countryside of Homs from what we saw in the
first sample. There is almost a consensus among the respondents on the arrival of newcomers (Figure
45). About half of them mentioned the arrival of “civilians from other sects” and more than a third men-
tioned the arrival of Syrian fighters loyal to the regime, both with and without their families. 77% said
that nonSyrian fighters loyal to the regime came to their area after the truce and lived there (Figure 46).
Comparing the responses of displaced people from areas inside Hama and with others from inside Homs,
we notice that the percentage which mentioned “civilians from other sects” increases significantly from
64% to 634% (Figure 47). As such, the majority of displaced people from Homs say that “civilians from
other sects” came to their areas and lived there after the truce. There is almost a consensus among those
coming from al-Bayada on this, along with most of those coming from al-Khalidiya and the Northern Rif
(Figure 48).

Figure 42. The second sample: Economic control in truce areas? (%)
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Figure 44. The first sample: Who are they (the new comers)? (%)
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Figure 45. The second sample: Are there new comers not belonging to your area, who came and lived there after the truce? (%)
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Figure 46. The second sample: Who are they (the newcomers)? (%)
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Figure 47. The second sample according to region of origin: Who are they (the newcomers)? (%)
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Figure 48. The second sample according to area of origin: Who are they (the newcomers)? (%)
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2- Houses and shops: What is their condition?
n To your knowledge, what is the condition of the homes
and shops from which the residents fled?

P&L The first sample

Respondents in al-Waer almost agree that their shops and homes were destroyed due to shelling or were
looted before and after the truce. It does not appear that “strangers seized them” (Figure 49).

In Damascus, there is almost a consensus that they were destroyed. We notice however, that the majority
of the population in al-Qabun said that they were looted and robbed before and after the truce, while
46.6.% in Barza said that they were looted and robbed after the truce, though the percentage indicating
this occurred before the truce is 8%. We also notice a large percentage of those who said that the strang-
ers “seized them” in al-Qabun (42.2%) compared with that of Barza (only 4.3%). It must be kept in mind
that the newcomers in al-Qabun, in the opinion of most of the respondents, were displaced or opposition
fighters not loyal to the regime or “civilians from other sects” (Figure 49).

In Madaya it seems that the properties were destroyed mainly due to shelling, looted and robbing both
before and after the truce. A very small percentage said that they were seized by newcomers coming after
the truce (5.8%) (Figure 49).

In al-Tal, the responses are distributed among the various choices, but it is noted that a small percentage
said that they were looted after the truce (147%) or that they were seized by newcomers (only 1.6%). We
also note an increase in the percentage of those saying they don’t know what happened, compared to the

responses from the rest of the areas (Figure 49).
Answers were similar in Yalda, Babbila, and Beit Sahem: inhabited by displaced persons, destroyed due
to shelling, or looted or robbed before the truce. It does not appear that there was any seizure by “the

newcomers” (Figure 49).

Figure 49. The first sample: To your knowledge, what is the condition of the homes and shops of
the residents who were forced to flee/leave? (%)
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2&% The second sample

Again, the effects of the truce differ in the responses of those displaced to Northern Suburban Homs
compared to the residents in truce areas (in al-Waer, Damascus, and Rif Dimashq): Most of the displaced
respondents said that they were either looted and robbed after the truce, or destroyed due to shelling.
204% of them said outsiders/strangers seized them, referring to displaced persons, or fighters loyal to the
system with or without their families, or “civilians from other denominations” (Figure 50). The responses
do not differ greatly in this regard, with the exception of the responses from those coming from al-Bayada

(where the percentage who mentioned seizures by strangers reached 367%) (Figures 51 and 52)

Figure 50. The second sample: To your knowledge, what is the condition of the homes and shops from which the residents fled? (%)
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Figure 51. The second sample according to area of origin: To your knowledge, what is the condition of the homes and shops from
which the residents fled? (%)
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Figure 52. The second sample according to situation of the respondent: To your knowledge, what is the condition of the homes and
shops from which the residents fled? (%)
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Conclusion and Recommendations:

Our survey reveals that the negotiations preceding regime/opposition truces occurred in different ways,
the most common of which was through direct negotiations between town notables, sometimes armed
factions, and the regime. In other instances, indirect negations occurred through Syrian intermediaries,
such as in al-Tal and Homs, or nonSyrian intermediaries i.e. Madaya. Local councils have also played an
important role in these negotiations, as in al-Waer, Homs. Our survey also showed that negotiations tend
to take place in areas under regime control, with the exception of Madaya, where they took place outside
of Syria. In some places like al-Qubun, it seems that location of the negotiations remains unknown to
many of the area’s residents.

The reasons by which fighters were compelled to accept the truce varies according to area, but in general
the brutal siege and the intensity of shelling are primary motivators. It is also worth mentioning that a
significant percentage of fighters deported to Northern countryside Homs mentioned “concern for the
lives of civilians” in addition to the lack of support and availability of arms.

In general, we found that citizens were relatively well informed about the terms of the truces. In certain
areas, however, the percentage of those who did not know anything about the truce terms was remark-
ably high, reaching its peak in al-Tal, where an overwhelming majority of respondents report being unin-
formed. The surprise was in Homs, where more than half of the fighters deported to Northern countryside
of Homs said that they did not know anything about the terms of the truce; that percentage reached its
peak among fighters’ familiesThat said, those who were informed of the truce’s terms appeared to be
relatively satisfied with them. However, in al-Tal, more than half of the respondents expressed their dis-
satisfaction, making it the position of the majority of respondents in Beit Sahem and displaced people
in Northern Suburban Homs. Regarding their adherence to the terms in the truce areas studied, with the
exception of al-Tal and al-Qabun (where respondents were somewhat divided), we find that most areas
said that the truces were partially adhered to, though not strictly. One outlying case are responses from
those deported to Northern Suburban Homs; there, more than half of the respondents said that the terms
had not been upheld, and respondents blamed the regime and its allies for truce violations.
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There is a general satisfaction with the truce in al-Waer, Homs and in Damascus (specifically in al-Tal and
Beit Sahem). The majority of displaced people to Northern Rif Homs expressed their dissatisfaction with
them.

Despite the differences between regions, the two most prominent reasons for satisfaction with the truces
were the cessation of shelling and the people’s ability to return to their normal lives. Among the most
prominent reasons for dissatisfaction were restrictions on the of freedom of movement, as well as the
negative effects on personal and social life. The latter concerns were significantly pronounced among
displaced people to Northern Suburban Homs, where it appears that their displacement and the accompa-
nying violence made a profound impact on their family lives and personal condition.

The primary factor determining whether respondents supported the truces was the extent to which they
believed the agreements would help end the conflict. Other factors that influenced respondent support for
truces included respondents' social and economic status, and how people believed the truces would affect
their individual livelihoods; the more that respondents believed they would be able to secure the demands
of everyday life, the more optimistic they are about the truces’ ability to end the war.

However, the truces did not solve the issue of looting and theft. A considerable percentage in some of the
areas, especially in al-Qabun, Barza and among displaced people to Northern Rif Homs, said that acts of
looting occurred or continued after the truce.

Earlier, we suggested that the Assad regime may be using the truce agreements to effect a pre-planned
demographic shift. The comparability of results between the studied areas supports this argument. The
responses of those displaced from Homs to the Northern countryside differ significantly from the rest of
the areas. Most of them said that there are outsiders (civilians from other sects or fighters loyal to the re-
gime) who came to their areas and lived there, and a considerable percentage said that they seized stores
and homes whose owners fled, this figure reaching its peak in al-Bayada, Homs.

Moreover, it is not possible to understand the truces without taking into account the wide variation in
their mechanisms and effects between regions. This study provides detailed explanations which allow
the identification of differences in truces and their results in various areas of Syria. This might help the
revolutionary forces in Syria to build better strategies in dealing with any future truces (in case they are
necessary °l). As this study shows, there is a varied degree of acceptance and satisfaction on certain areas
vis-a-vis dissatisfaction in other areas. It is important to consider a detailed and accurate study of each
initiative to assure the incorporation of elements that can potentially minimize any negative consequences
and improve the overall benefits of the agreement, in addition to employing the agreements in the service
of the Syrian goals and aspirations of salvation and reconstruction.

Furthermore, the results of this study!”'support the results published in our previous studies on sectari-
anism and positions on international agreements on Syria. This suggests the need for new studies on the
psychological and social effects of forced displacement (based on truce agreements or otherwise) where
we can assess how displacement could be a prime motivator in the growth of sectarian ®! tensions, the
greatest danger being those associated with growing feelings of abandonment, disappointment, and a
loss of confidence in projects of international powers triggering increasing extremism in Syrial®..

6-It does not seem that the United Nations and the international community are prepared to take any practical steps
to stop the war declared by the regime on the Syrian people; instead they have been equally approaching those
being attacked by barrel bombs and missiles and those who launch them through selective ceasefire agreements
excluding certain powers or If anything, looking the other way whilst they are being involved in the killing, destruc-
tion and displacement of people on a mass scale’

7- Specifically, the increasing significance of the negative effects on the personal and social lives of displaced per-
sons after truce agreements and the great absence of any hope among the respondents who said that they are not
satisfied with them (i.e. it is not possible for the truces to provide a solution to the problem in Syria).

8- See: "Sectarianism in Syria", The Day After, February 2016.

9- See: "Syrian Opinions and Attitudes on the International Agreements on Syria", The Day After, October 2016.
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http://tda-sy.org/en/publications/english-sectarianism-in-syria-survey-study.html
http://tda-sy.org/en/uncategorized/syrian-views-international-agreements.html

Appendix:

u<m lﬁqlllaﬂlgoi-llﬂllﬂqﬂ“ml‘ﬂﬂuﬂ
Icqll g0 o dniall anllljq>

adg Bxaiall aodl dley ayilwi] aleY dliglaa) ale go fiS] Jid jegll i Y
alga Jaa| Lajpi gls willg ,Olaglaall ge Ailil blaiyl sgiy abieo Muaii alkill jaa)
EU3 wle alj Js «aigauw wid guldieall aluw Gilblg Glgiw dia olaall viall aub
«d)lall pidg guiaall Jjlio vndy

ducl) Laangy) daxiall aolll Juyi déiga p)liig cloglen wll g i JlS laa J&g
SAY avilwiYl Glwwgall @lisal dlasg wilwiyl L jgal dala)] (blail

o e S "o

Jud aw)l ol g0 Glaiyl gidgi dulic p:n dulaiwl ;.u:lh)u oaxiall ,n.a)ll u:u:q 2]
2aii alg «wilwil dulaiwlg Gwoad gyjlitag Wubigi gujlila janis gl dlw o s
-aalipll elol] wuw je alawhgi gl walii al s Laia L

Jolaall allhl alaiw)l gio wid 60 go jisl glhill daaiall aoYl Jilso Gyl 2
JBal Gawa dlas (Glglghl alw wilel wia ils Ialgo Laailgé ga cbia éun
Jieiwl wll aac sAll plhill Gllbl dlaiwl 6 pen cljal vl viall avilwiyl Glaclwall
unﬂdam:pd&.yln.nmaumlﬁn;ﬁﬁnﬂdh

¥ JYA aijig Gnlj gallg vl v wilwiyl gagll waliiall jgaaill ga aé b -3
éwilwiyl slgall Y| gio wuw je Yl gl daaiall aoll wisa jaoy al 6ua Yl &I
_ 4ol jysiall lnlh af) viall

Jgas ylany dlame’g 3gcgl 6aiall 4oVl vid sglwall wned) Juggua Sibl 4
lmin ._5' clagy amaljill aacg elymsSll ghd ascg ddlaell algall

Aaaiijleag algll viadial yigall jasyl wilnllg dasiall aol wigdua 6)lj.5
.2élgll guunil dlglan sl g9 amisc ol yipall yuhll gélgll

Gy Lal )L Liilg

yalaall yegll yin ging daylia) gualSall Jac aile dapiiallg dlgguall Glaall Igeai
ayiall Jigh Joa Lo Oplw will aalisall uluslg Slaal deilio wll dyguw Jala
Ll

as Ll dulaiwYl 6axiall aodl deylill dalisall WilSallg Gluwdall wilhi las
Joduwall @phll e §jgall Gleyl lasg wall v aviluwiyl Olajliwall golil d1ygallg
.l dlaclwall Jihab alawll gacg Yl wia vall jlos g

0gasgall

)l jpan abalao gulag .
__ segll wa Jala agileYlg duilwiyl Glieal.
segll a i yuhll Gisall

jegll gia Jals dwoadll yilsall .

2016/5/31 ypaon

Local truces and forced demographic change in Syria: Surveys in Homs, Damascus and the Damascene Suburbs. The Day After

39



gl

THE DAY AFTER

Local truces and forced
demographic change in Syria

Surveys in Homs, Damascus and the Damascene Suburbs January 2017



AR vy = - : ’ | &
AT N XA AR wi
13T TR RS =N 1 T NS U




